Guide for Basic Parenthetical Documentation

Not only do you need to provide your teacher with a works cited page or a bibliography (slight difference between the two documents), but you also need to use the document to give specific credit to the authors of the ideas you use in your research paper. Generally, you do not have to credit what is considered common knowledge or your own original ideas; however, you do need to use parenthetical documentation when you use direct quotes, and when you paraphrase or summarize others’ ideas. For example, if you used Mr. Ray’s Touring Through Europe with Backpacks and Bicycles (refer to the handout on bibliographies), see the first example for what it would look like in the body of your paper.
Source with One Author, Editor, Translator or Narrator - (Last Name Page number)

Example- One of the benefits of traveling through Europe is indulging yourself in the history lessons just beyond your wheels. Medieval Europe was a place both of “raids, pillages, slavery, and extortion” and of “traveling merchants, monetary exchange, towns if not cities, and active markets in grain” (Ray 84). 
This means you took the quotes from page 84 in Mr. Ray’s book. 
Source Mentioned in the Text of Paper – (Page Number) *This applies across the board. 
Example-  Ray reflects as he is traveling down the road, medieval Europe was a place both of “raids, pillages, slavery, and extortion” and of “traveling merchants, monetary exchange, towns if not cities, and active markets in grain” (84).
If the quote is longer and continues past one page, it would look like this - (Ray 84-86)
If the quote is from a source that has more than one author with the same name, you 

differentiate them with the initial from the first name (D. Ray 84) and if the initials 

are the same for both authors, you must write out the first name (David Ray 84). 

Source with Two or Three Authors, Editor, Translator or Narrator – (Last Name of 

Each Author in same order as they are recorded in book Page Number) 

Example- (Hislope, Transue, and Miller 57)

*With Authors’ Names in Text – (Page Number only) 

Example- Others, like Hislope, Transue and Miller (57) hold the opposite point of view. 

Source with More Than Three Authors, Editor, Translator or Narrator – 
(Last Name of First Author Given Page Number) – Example- (Buckley et al. 33)
If Source is a Corporate Author - (Name of Corporation Page Number) Ex.- (DuPont 77)
Source is Listed by Title or Anonymous Author – (Title of Source or Shortened 


Version of It Page Number) – Example- (Sahuaro Rocks! 59) Italicize title.
Source with Volume and Page Numbers of a Multivolume Work – 
(Author Volume Number: Page Numbers) – Example- (Huerta 2:77-79)
*With Author’s Name in Text – (Only Volume: Page Numbers)

Example- Only Huerta has seen this relation (2:77).

Electronic Source – (Author’s Last Name) No Author? (Title) – Example- (Holly)
*Italics are required both in the text and works cited list for names of books, Web sites, databases, etc.
**If you are citing entire works, two or more works by the same author or authors, indirect sources, literary or religious works, more than one work in a single parenthetical reference, works with no page numbers like films, TV programs, recording, or performances, consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th Edition. 
